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SJSU’s fi ve student fi nalists are 
ready to show off their hard work 
after months and even years of re-
search at this year’s 25th Annual Stu-
dent Research Competition.
According to David Bruck, asso-
ciate dean of graduate studies and 
research, the competition is open to 
both graduate and undergraduate 
students. SJSU gets typically 10 to 15 
entries a year with fi ve-page summa-
ries of their research on topics that 
vary from student to student.
“They really do have to be dedicat-
ed,” he said. “Not only do they have 
to write a fi ve-page summary of their 
work, they have to prepare an oral 
presentation and PowerPoint.”
According to Nancy Riley of SJ-
SU’s student Information services, 
the student competitors will present 
their work at noon on Wednesday 
in the Engineering Building, Rooms 
285/287.
After an awards ceremony, stu-
dents will present their work on 
poster boards and take questions 
from people who come by the forum.
Yelena Severina, who has a master 
of arts degree in English and is par-
ticipating in this year’s competition, 
said her research is on writer Vladi-
mir Nabokov, showing how his expe-
rience as an exiled writer in America 
serves as a model for the protago-
nists of his novels “Pnin” and “Pale 
Fire,” which have exile as the central 
theme.
“I enjoyed learning about lin-
guistic dimensions of exile, analyz-
ing issues of translation, translitera-
tion and language barriers,” she said. 
“The organizational aspects of the 
research proved to be an inundating 
but highly rewarding task.”
According to Riley, students 
worked with professors and commit-
tees on their research projects and 
prepared them for the competition.
Severina said her thesis professor 
was instrumental in helping her suc-
ceed with her project.
“I’m indebted to my amazing the-
sis director, Dr. Robert Cullen,” she 
said. “(His) expertise, encouragement 
and direction were instrumental to 
the completion of this project.”
Stacy Schwartz, a graduate stu-
dent pursuing a master’s degree in 
art history, said her professor was 
one of her biggest inspirations dur-
ing her work on her research project.
“I am most inspired by my fac-
ulty mentor, Dr. Beverly Grindstaff, 
whose professionalism, foresight and 
incredible intellect I greatly admire,” 
she said.  “I am also greatly inspired 
by my parents, my fi ance and my fel-
low graduate students.”
Schwartz’s project is an ex-
ploration of “How post-Holo-
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Associated Students 
broadens outreach 
with new scholarships 
The Associated Students is 
looking to award five new schol-
arships in its scholarship program 
this year, with funds totaling 
$81,500.
Students will have until April 
15 to apply.
There are now seven different 
scholarships that will be awarded 
to multiple students with amounts 
ranging from $1,000 to $2,000.
The A.S. scholarship program 
previously gave out two merit- and 
need-based awards named the ST 
S. Saffold Leadership Scholarships.
“It’s been one of our longest 
standing awards,” said Felicity 
Jimenez-Howard, counselor and 
scholarship coordinator.
With five additional scholar-
ships, A.S. can now recognize 
and award many SJSU students, 
Jimenez-Howard said.
“A.S. is striving to reach out to 
more students that are doing great 
things around campus,” she said.
With budgets cuts and increased 
fees, A.S. still managed additional 
funding for the scholarship pro-
gram.
“The funding comes from our 
reserves,” said A.S. President To-
masz Kolodziejak. “We set up a 
scholarship fund and it comes 
from the interest rates.”
He said the interest rate is ap-
plied to the scholarship program, 
which allowed A.S. to come up 
with $81,500 for funding.
“This is just a start,” Kolodziejak 
said. “We plan to increase it every 
year.”
The additional scholarships 
include three merit-based schol-
arships, which are for students 
who do not qualify for or receive 
fi nancial aid. They are the A.S. 
Social Action Advocacy Award, A.S. 
First Generation Student Scholar 
Award and the A.S. Legacy Award.
Kolodziejak  and Jimenez-How-
ard said that A.S. wanted to add 
more merit-based scholarships to 
include more students.
“International students can 
now apply,” Kolodziejak said. “We 
made sure there was a scholarship 
available to them as well.”
Two need-based scholarships 
are also included for students who 
qualify for and receive financial 
aid: the A.S. Global Scholar Award 
and the A.S. Environmental Cham-
pion Award.
Kolodziejak said after budget 
cuts and previous protesting, A.S. 
brainstormed and came up with 
the idea to add additional scholar-
ships to its program.
He said the idea was then passed 
on to the finance committee, then 
went on to the board of directors 
and was approved three weeks ago, 
giving A.S. the green light to go 
ahead with the awards.
Kolodziejak said with more 
time A.S. would have also reached 
out to alumni, which the organiza-
tion plans to do in the future.
To apply and to get more infor-
mation, students can visit www.
scholarships.sjsu.edu. 
Students will be awarded on 
May 15.
see SPORTS page 3
Whitney Ellard
Staff Writer
Competition fi res up brain cells 
for budding researchers
SJSU gymnastics team takes 
fourth place at Regionals 
ST S. Saffold Leadership Scholarship
• Need-Based, minimum 2.75 GPA.
• Value: $2,000 per academic year, to be awarded $1,000 per semester
ST S. Saffold Leadership Scholarship
• Merit-Based, minimum 3.0 GPA.
• Value: $2,000 per academic year, to be awarded $1,000 per semester
A.S. Social Action Advocacy Award
• Merit-Based, minimum 2.75 GPA. Statement of vision and purpose for 
a socially conscious campus community is required in the application, 
minimum 300 words.
• Value: $1,000 per academic year, to be awarded $500 per semester
A.S. Global Scholar Award
• Need-Based, minimum 2.75 GPA. Have demonstrated a global perspec-
tive and whose coursework refl ects that of understanding a global society.
Copy of unoffi cial transcript required.
• Value: $1,500, to be awarded for ensuring academic year, Fall Semester.
A.S. Environmental Champion Award
• Need-Based, minimum 2.75 GPA. Must demonstrate a passion for envi-
ronmental sustainability and foster awareness and the education of their 
peers.
• Value: $1,000 per academic year, to be awarded $500 per semester
A.S. First Generation Student Scholar Award
• Merit-Based, minimum 2.75 GPA. Criteria to include documentation that 
the student as given back to the community by providing mentoring and 
support to high school and middle school youth.
• Value: $1,000 per academic year, to be awarded $500 per semester
A.S. Legacy Award
• Merit-Based, minimum 3.0 GPA. Student has provided exemplary leader-
ship in creating change and making history, for the betterment of the 
campus community as a leader in a Student Organization. Student must 
have completed 90 units of coursework at SJSU.
• Value: $1,000 awarded in the Fall Semester. 
• To qualify, all applicants must also demonstrate leadership and involvement 
in campus and community life including: student organizations, sports, 
campus committees, volunteerism, community and civic activism.
GYMNASTICS
see RESEARCH page 2
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Junior Thomasina Wallace performs a Yurchenko Arabian half-twist on vault during the NCAA Region-
al Championships in Corvallis, Ore., on Saturday. Wallace earned a 9.800 for the Spartans on the event.
Daily staff writer discusses the future 
potential of the SJSU basketball team
SJSU Athletics: Possibly the next Butler
Source: SJSU Financial Aid and Scholarship Offi ce
Tensions were high as 
teams from 58 different 
schools from around the 
state gathered in the Event 
Center on Saturday to com-
pete in the 22nd Annual 
FIRST Robotics Competi-
tion.
According to FIRST 
Chairman Bill Nott, the 
competition is comprised of 
teams of usually 4-8 mem-
bers, from around the state.
With the help of a men-
tor, the students then buy 
and assemble their robots.
In the event, two alli-
ances consisting of three 
different teams battled to 
get differently colored in-
ner tubes onto pegs in a 
stadium roughly the size of 
a basketball court, and ends 
with each alliance launch-
ing another, smaller robot 
to climb a pole before the 
other team’s robot.
Each round lasts two 
minutes and 15 seconds, 
and the winning team is the 
one that has put the most 
tubes over pegs and has had 
its smaller robot get to the 
top the fastest.
“This is the ‘new cool,’” said 
Jim Beck, FIRST western re-
gional director. “What these 
kids are doing out here is the 
wave of the future. We’re 
helping young kids move on 
to make decisions in their life 
and to pursue careers in sci-
ence and engineering.”
A team is judged on how 
well its robot performs in 
the competition and how 
well the team performed as 
a whole.
“The competition isn’t 
about the robots,” Nott said. 
“The competition is about 
the kids, and about teach-
ing them not only skills in 
math and engineering, but 
also how to work with each 
other and be professional, 
the robots are just the hook 
to make everything more in-
teresting.”
Saturday was the third 
and final day of the event, 
according to Nott. The 
teams gathered on Thursday 
and set up their stations in 
the Event Center for a day 
of building, practice and 
introduction to their oppo-
nents.
The first round of games 
were held Friday with teams 
finishing up on Saturday 
evening.
The top alliance for 
the competition was the 
“Cheesy Poofs” from Bellar-
mine Preparatory School in 
San Jose, the “Holy Cows” 
from High Tech High in 
San Diego and “Barn2robot-
ics” from Woodside Priory 
School in Portola Valley.
The Regional Chairman’s 
Award, which is given out 
for best display of teamwork 
and professionalism, was 
given to the “Space Cook-
ies,” a team associated with 
the Girl Scouts of Northern 
California.
“This season has been re-
ally great for us — we hope 
to keep growing both in 
number and as a team,” said 
Rachel, the Space Cookies’ 
spokeswoman and a team 
member, who said she could 
not reveal her last name be-
cause of her affiliation with 
the Girl Scouts.
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Battling robots highlight 
high schoolers’ ingenuity
Photo: Brian O’Malley / Spartan Daily
Clark Williams (left ) and his daughter Caroline fr om Wisconsin rally in support of 
Wisconsin union workers along with Ruben Garcia (right) on Monday.
CAMPUS IMAGES 
Photo: Nate Morotti / Spartan Daily
Members of the Space Cookies team get ready for a match 
at the FIRST Robotics Competition on Saturday.
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caust imagery in contemporary 
Jewish-American art expresses 
the evolving relationship be-
tween younger Jewish genera-
tions and the legacy of the Ho-
locaust.” 
Schwartz said she used art-
ists from three exhibitions to 
illustrate how visual iconog-
raphy of the Holocaust has 
“formed and been integrated 
in society, and how the inter-
pretation and usage of these 
images varies because of one’s 
personal knowledge of/rela-
tionship to the Holocaust.”
“I am so fascinated by the 
complexity of meaning in im-
ages and how it can vary de-
pending on who you are and 
what culture you are a part of,” 
she said. “So researching the 
origins and the development 
of a set of iconic imagery over 
time have been really interest-
ing.”
Darci Arnold, a master of 
arts student in interdisciplin-
ary studies, said her research is 
on the “study of corporate sus-
tainability for the globalized 
world.”
“The research incorporates 
why the Triple Bottom Line 
(the combination of fi nancial, 
social and environmental agen-
das) of Sustainability strategies 
matter,” she said. “Describes 
how CBRE implemented its 
program and ultimately its 
Planet Building strategy, and 
how such strategies bring 
shareholder value and com-
petitive advantage to enter-
prises that embark on such a 
journey.”
Arnold said she enjoyed ev-
erything about doing her re-
search.
“The research itself was easy 
because it was so fun to work 
with the team at CBRE,” she 
said. “In all my years in busi-
ness, this is the most success-
ful initiative and strategy that 
I’ve ever been a part of in terms 
of velocity, traction, leverage, 
scale and the multiplier effect.”
Arnold said the most diffi -
cult thing about the research 
was coming to a close on it.
“The hardest part was stop-
ping the research, organizing 
the data and writing it up into 
a cohesive thesis,” she said.
Marilyn Venturini, a master 
of science student in nutrition, 
said her research is on “Nutri-
tion Status as a Risk Factor for 
Falls Among Older Adults.”
“My biggest motivation was 
believing the research was im-
portant and that there is a link 
between falls and nutrition 
among older adults,” she said. 
“In addition, discovering that 
there was a dearth of research 
on nutrition and falls and my 
research might provide new in-
formation was very exciting.”
After the forum, the fi ve 
student fi nalists will travel to 
Fresno State to participate in 
the statewide competition on 
May 6 and 7.
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Historian recounts impact of 
infl uential French economist 
Historian David Hart lectured on French 
economic thinker Frédéric Bastiat in the En-
gineering Auditorium on Monday as part of 
the SJSU economics department’s David S. 
Saurman Provocative Lecture Series.
“Bastiat has a very witty and sarcastic way 
of making a point,” said Graham Newell, a 
graduate master’s student of economics.
Hart studied extensively in history, com-
pleting a master’s degree at Stanford Universi-
ty and a Ph.D. at King’s College in Cambridge, 
United Kingdom. He is the director of the On-
line Library of Liberty Project at Liberty Fund 
in Indianapolis and recently translated the 
fi rst of six volumes of Bastiat’s work.
According to Hart, Bastiat’s work was out 
of print from 1914 until the late 1970’s. Hart 
said Liberty Fund brings works of signifi cance 
back to light.
“Many people have heard of his broken 
window fallacy, but there is much more to 
his brilliance,” Hart explained.
Hart said that the broken window fallacy 
has seen and unseen effects when disaster 
occurs: though the “jacques bonhomme,” 
the Joe six-pack, may employ to repair a 
broken window, he then doesn’t buy a pair 
of shoes from the shoemaker.
He said that disaster, though, does em-
ploy and shows increase in productiv-
ity. There is a silver lining post-disaster for 
countries like Japan, which recently had a 
9.0 magnitude earthquake.
Economics lecturer John Estill helped 
choose Hart as one of the three guests of 
the lecture series.
“We look to choose people who bring 
different ideas to the table,” he said. “Hart 
does that.”
Hart said though most of Bastiat’s work had 
never been translated into English, Americans 
fi nd him fascinating, with three major Ameri-
can followers — economists Leonard Reed 
and Henry Hazlitt and President Reagan.
“(Bastiat) was a fervent advocate of individ-
ual political liberty and free market econom-
ics,” Hart said.
Senior economics major Hosni Benchek-
roun said he appreciated Bastiat’s connection 
to French literature tales, including that of 
Jean de La Fontaine.
“He had a way of connecting the problems 
to a story the people knew,” Benchekroun said.
Bastiat’s life began in the south of France. 
He spent 20 years reading economics texts in 
the fi ve languages he spoke fl uently: French, 
English, Italian, Spanish and Basque.
From these Bastiat developed a stance 
of economic harmony — that if left undis-
turbed by government and outside interven-
tion, economics systems are harmonious. He 
wrote six complete volumes in six years until 
he died of throat cancer in 1850.
“He fought for the people,” Hart said. “In 
the (French) revolution of 1848 he handed 
leafl ets out even though (his opposition) the 
socialists were the proponents.”
According to Hart, Bastiat worked as an 
economic journalist debunking the “myths” 
of protectionism and government interven-
tion. 
Using humor and puns, he engaged the 
people’s interest in the economic system 
around them.
“Taking a historical perspective is fruit-
ful,” said Emily Skarbek, assistant professor 
of economics at SJSU. “It gives good context 
to what is said.”
Skarbek said she encouraged her students 
to come to the event.
“We stress an open dialogue and consider 
all perspectives of economics,” she said.
Leo Postovoit
Staff Writer
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GYMNASTICS
The SJSU women’s gymnastics team came out of the 
NCAA Regional Championships in fourth place and will 
be advancing one gymnast to compete as an individual 
on the fl oor exercise at the NCAA National Champion-
ships in Cleveland, Ohio.
“We were seeded fi fth coming in,” head coach Wayne 
Wright said. “Our goal was to fi nish higher than what we 
came in and to have somebody to make it to Nationals. 
We did that.”
The Spartans, who ended with a team score of 194.425, 
fi nished behind No. 3 Oregon State (197.025), No. 10 Ne-
braska (196.550) and Michigan State (194.525).
Only .10 of a point separated Michigan State and SJSU 
from third and fourth place.
“It’s like a step or a knee bend,” senior Lily Swann said 
of the .10-point difference. “It’s just so small.”
Swann said it always comes down to the little things 
in competition.
“You don’t really think about it, that one person on 
one event taking one step on their dismount will make 
the difference between third and fourth place, but that’s 
what it came down to,” she said. “It was so close, it could 
have been anything.”
Wright said he sees SJSU gymnastics as a blue collar 
team — having to work hard for everything — so he’s 
proud of the team’s accomplishment.
“We don’t have the elite athletes, we don’t have the 
best facilities or the biggest budget, but we can still com-
pete at the national level,” Wright said. “Obviously, with 
the caliber of teams there — Oregon State being No. 3 
in the nation and Nebraska being No. 10 — for us to get 
that close to third place is phenomenal for a program 
like ours. We’ve always come in sixth seeded and ended 
sixth seeded. To fi nish fourth and that close to third is 
just great.”
In addition to his goal of the team fi nishing higher 
than fi fth, Wright also reached his goal of sending a team 
member to the NCAA Nationals.
Junior Katie Valleau tied for fi rst place at Regionals 
with a career-high score of 9.900 on the fl oor exercise and 
will be competing as an individual on that event at the 
National Championships.
“It’s unbelievable,” Valleau said. “I was looking at it 
today and there are only four people in the nation that 
are going as individuals and three of them are on balance 
beam — I’m the fourth. It’s a huge accomplishment for 
me. I never thought I would get this far, I can’t even de-
scribe it.”
Valleau is the fourth Spartan in the school’s history to 
compete in the NCAA National Championships and the 
fi rst to compete as an event specialist.
“I’m overwhelmed, terrifi ed and so excited at the same 
time,” she said. “I’m really looking forward to it, to the 
atmosphere. I’m going to be rotating with Florida and 
they’re a really good team. I’m excited to just be there.”
Junior Thomasina Wallace is the fi rst alternate as an 
all-around competitor and will fi nd out later in the week 
if she will be joining Valleau in Ohio. Wallace competed 
in the NCAA Nationals as an all-around competitor dur-
ing her freshman season in 2009.
Wright said he believed that Valleau could make it all 
the way to Nationals since the start of summer.
“Nobody believed, but I knew how good Katie would 
be,” Wright said. “From day one, that’s why I wanted her 
to get a new fl oor routine. I always knew she had it in 
her. Call it experience, but I knew she could be a fl oor 
champion.”
Wright set goals for Valleau, but she said she didn’t 
want to set her expectations so high.
“I think the fi rst meet really changed my mind and my 
opinion of how the whole season was going to go,” she 
said. “I got my fi rst 9.8 at the fi rst competition and that’s 
a really big deal. You usually don’t see 9.8s thrown out 
there until later in the season. Things just fell into place.”
Valleau said Wright added a jump to the end of her 
last tumbling pass as a way to add a little bit of fi nesse to 
her routine.
“It was a great routine at Regionals,” Wright said. “Af-
ter her one and a half twist, we decided to add a jump 
— which is a fl air thing and when done right looks really 
cool and just adds more dimension to her routine. We 
were practicing it all week and she did it perfect. I think 
it gave her that little bit of fl air that made the difference.”
Wright said all six gymnasts who competed on fl oor 
had an amazing performance.
“We know we have strong fl oor routines,” he said. 
“Right before we went up I told them that everybody 
needed a 9.7 or better and every one of them did it again.”
Junior Aubrey Lee started the team off, earning a 
9.750 for the Spartans. Junior Casey McCord followed 
suit with a 9.725 and freshman Julia Greer posted a 9.850. 
Swann then followed with a 9.825 and Thomasina Wal-
lace scored a 9.875 for SJSU. Valleau fi nished off fl oor for 
the Spartans earning a 9.900.
Swann said the whole team did an excellent job on 
fl oor and it helped in the team’s overall score.
“Floor has been our best event throughout the sea-
son,” Swann said. “I think after bars and beam, which are 
our events that aren’t quite as solid, we decided to go out 
there and show off our fl oor routines. I think we all just 
had fun out there. Everybody did great on fl oor and to 
end it with a 9.9 and a national qualifi er was awesome. 
We’re really proud of her.”
As a team, Wright said he is proud of his team’s perfor-
mance this season.
“All year they’ve done everything I’ve asked them to 
do,” he said. “I was really glad because it proved to my 
benefi t and to their benefi t and it worked out for us. It 
was defi nitely a team effort. We went into Regionals like 
it was our Nationals. I think, by far, it was our best meet 
of the season in terms of our energy, in terms of the ath-
letes doing what they needed to do.”
He said the team’s performance at Regionals added 
credibility to the SJSU gymnastics program.
“A lot of teams didn’t go to Regionals and have a lot 
of people saying ‘They don’t belong’ or ‘We’re better,’” he 
said. “By us fi nishing where we did and having a gymnast 
qualify for Nationals puts us in position to let everyone 
know that San Jose State is an up and coming program 
that has gotten better and better over the years.”
Valleau said the team fi nished the season strong and 
will continue to grow in the future.
“It just shows that we are constantly improving and 
our team is getting better every year,” she said. “Last year 
it was kind of a fl uke that we didn’t go to Regionals but 
I think everyone in the nation will expect us to be at the 
Regionals from now on — and that’s what we expect 
from ourselves.”
Valleau, Spartans reach new heights at Regionals
Melissa Sabile
Sports Editor
Junior Aubrey Lee performs an aerial over the balance beam during the 
NCAA Regional Championships. Lee scored a 9.750 on the event. 
Junior Thomasina Wallace salutes the judge before her fl oor performance.
Freshman Julia Greer twists her tumbling pass on the fl oor exercise. Greer scored a 9.850 at Regionals.
Senior Katie Jo Merritt performs a Tkachev release on bars at the NCAA 
Regional Championships, earning a 9.600 for the Spartans on the event.
Photos: Donovan Farnham 
Junior Katie Val-
leau runs to ac-
cept her award for 
a four-way tie for 
first place on the 
floor exercise with 
a score of 9.900. 
By tying for first 
place, Valleau will 
advance to the 
NCAA National 
Championships in 
Cleveland, Ohio, 
on April 15.
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California Cryobank’s donor 
program
Apply online:
$5(<285($'<72&87
THROUGH THE CROWD?
To stand out?
To show the “real world”
what you’re made of?
***********************************
Working with VECTOR can offer
\RX5($/SD\ÀH[LELOLW\DQG
opportunities for advancement.
No cubicle, no copy machine.
Just the chance to earn 
professional experience in a 
rewarding environment that 
RIIHUV\RXWKHÀH[LELOLW\\RX
need and the responsibility 
you deserve.
**********************************
CALL 866-1100 9 am - 5 pm
www.workforstudents.com/sjsu
Earn Extra Money
Students needed ASAP.
Earn up to $150 per day being a 
Mystery Shopper.
No Experience Required.
Call 1-877-241-3376
HR ASST. NEEDED
$9.00HR
2 years admin exp. Exc. 
Computer skills
Must be punctual & dependable
$SSV$YDLOUGÀRRURI6WXGHQW
Union Admin. Ofc.
(across from Comp. Center) 
9am-5pm
Or call 408.924.6378 for info
STUDENTS ONLY
EMPLOYMENT
ANNOUNCEMENTS
:W/RVV&KDOOHQJH*(7/($1 
IRUWKHVXPPHU7RUHJLVWHUFDOO
408-390-7935 - Jana
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Adding to the hype of 3-D being 
everywhere, Nintendo is getting 
into the trend as well, but here’s 
the twist: It’s doing 3-D without 
the glasses.
Can it be done?
Nintendo has tried to do it with 
their latest handheld, the Ninten-
do 3DS, touting that it was able to 
do it, yet were unable to show or 
convey the technology to the mass 
public, leaving a majority of peo-
ple skeptical.
When the device launched on 
March 27, 2011, they had a true 
believer in me.
I’m here to tell you that it in-
deed works, and yes, you do need 
to see it for yourself to believe 
it because otherwise it’s like ex-
plaining color to a blind person.
The 3DS, priced at $249.99, is 
a fully loaded piece of machinery 
that comes with loads of features 
even if you don’t get any extra 
games with it.
 
The Hardware:
The 3DS is sleek and about the 
same size as the previous smaller 
iterations, DS Lite and DSi, but 
comes with many new features.
To promote the “3-Dness” of it 
even more, the 3DS now comes 
with two cameras mounted in the 
back, allowing users to take 3-D 
photos.
A front-facing camera is also 
fitted above the top screen.
Another new addition is the 
slide pad above the directional 
pad, adding more to the option of 
control methods.
The bottom touch screen re-
turns, but what’s new is that the 
top screen is now in widescreen.
The 3DS has limited storage ca-
pacity, but is complimented by a 
welcome two-gigabyte SD memory 
card.
A built-in pedometer  allows 
the 3DS to keep track of your 
steps in real life while you get 
around. Every few steps earns you 
in-game coins, allowing them to 
be used in many of the games that 
come included.
I wish the battery life was one 
of the shining examples of what 
makes this machine good. Instead 
it’s the largest, glaring flaw as the 
battery only lasts about four to six 
hours with brightness set at maxi-
mum. Previous DS iterations have 
lasted an average of 10 to 15 hours 
on a single charge.
Luckily, it seems that Nin-
tendo, knowing that the battery 
would be poor, was still able to 
include a dock with the charger 
allowing quick charging sessions 
without the need to plug it in.
The DSi’s charger is compat-
ible with the 3DS, so in case you 
happen to misplace the charger, 
know you can use your old one.
That’s not all that’s compatible 
however, so rest safely knowing 
that your current library of DS 
games is playable on the 3DS.
 
The Software:
Where the 3DS really shines is in 
the content that comes installed out 
of the box, such as a limited photo 
editor and sound editor, all featured 
on a clean, easy-to-navigate touch 
interface that makes getting to each 
item a breeze.
Creating a Mii avatar can be done 
by having your picture taken with 
the front camera instead of navigat-
ing menus like the Wii counterpart, 
and some games allow you use 
your Miis as playable characters, 
making for a more personal expe-
rience.
Taking advantage of the built-
in gyroscope, “Face Raiders,” an-
other pre-installed game let’s you 
take a picture of someone’s face 
and watch as it becomes an enemy 
that floats around you while using 
the 3DS to try and 
shoot it.
Six augmented-re-
ality cards are includ-
ed and when these 
cards are looked at 
with the 3DS’ camer-
as, they project an in-
game environment 
where the player will 
need to move around 
the card to be able to 
complete the game 
objectives.
The AR cards are 
what really sold me 
on the handheld, because the or-
dinary card was able to project a 
forest on screen where I needed 
to move up, down and around to 
find targets as I destroyed them 
with my arrows — 
which is only one 
of several games on 
the card.
Players can meet 
each other with-
out actually ever 
making physical 
contact with each 
other thanks to a 
new feature called 
Street Pass.
With Street Pass 
enabled, the 3DS 
can send out wire-
less signals to other 
3DSs in the vicinity, allowing your 
Mii avatars to be shared with one 
another.
The Mii Plaza is where all the 
Miis congregate, as everyone you 
have met can partake in more 
games in the plaza such as “Find 
Mii” and “Puzzle Swap.”
Currently there is no web 
browser for the 3DS, unlike the 
DSi, but it will be added in an 
update as well as Netflix and an 
online store where old Game Boy 
and Game Boy Color games can be 
purchased.
Yeah, the 3DS does 3-D, but re-
ally it’s everything else that it can 
do that really makes the machine 
stand out.
Nintendo did a fantastic job in 
making this one of the most com-
plete packages, and even with no 
additional games, the device is still 
incredibly fun to use no matter 
where you are.
Nintendo’s new handheld crosses into the third dimension
TECH REVIEW
“I’m here to tell 
you that it indeed 
works, and yes, 
you do need to see 
it for yourself to 
believe it...”
Leonard Lai
Senior Staff Writer
Photo: Brian O’Malley / Spartan Daily
The Nintendo 3DS represents the video game industry’s fi rst handheld 3-D console.
Something is creepy about 
hospitals. Over the years I have 
come to hate these supposed 
havens.
I spent the majority of my 
preteen years in hospital wait-
ing rooms.
At the age of 12, my older 
sister of seven years was di-
agnosed with chronic kidney 
stones, landing her in and out 
of hospitals for the next three 
years.
Luckily, my sister recovered, 
but was left with hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in medical 
bills.
Fast-forward almost 10 
years to last December. My 
mother suffered a heart attack, 
which resulted in her taking an 
ambulance ride and spending a 
day in the hospital.
When the bills arrived, 
we found out she had been 
charged $20,800 for her less 
than 12-hour visit.
My mother works in a doc-
tor’s offi ce a mere 500 feet away 
from the hospital. Because of 
protocol, para-
medics have to 
take a series of 
steps in the am-
bulance to en-
sure the safety of 
the patient who 
experienced a 
heart attack — 
the ride across 
the parking lot 
cost her $2,200.
While I am 
extremely lucky 
both of these 
women are now 
healthy and still 
in my life, I am 
disgusted over 
the price they 
had to pay for as-
sistance. 
My sister 
got sick during 
her junior year at college and 
with medical bills in addition 
to student loans, she has spent 
the last 10 years paying off her 
debt.
Likewise, as a single mother 
earning $50,000 a year with no 
insurance, my mother is stuck 
budgeting every penny to en-
sure the bills get paid.
Both of these situations 
have made me more than a 
little bitter toward the medical 
fi eld.
I understand providing 
medical attention requires a 
wide range of drugs, machin-
ery and labor, but ever since my 
mother’s heart attack, I have 
been wondering how hospitals 
get away with charging that 
much money.
What are they charging 
their patients for? Breathing in 
the air?
I may sound naïve and one-
sided toward the whole situ-
ation since, in fact, I have no 
idea what goes into running a 
hospital.
With the payroll for the 
staff and the variety of costs, 
I am sure it’s a very expensive 
business. I just can’t fi gure out 
how it could possibly cost that 
much.  
The harsh reality is that 
health care is a big business. It 
feeds off of the money it gets 
from helpless individuals who 
have no choice but to pony 
up the cash or sacrifi ce their 
health.
For that reason, the realm 
of medicine can 
afford to raise 
costs and charge 
an arm and a leg 
simply because 
they know the 
American people 
will continue to 
pay.
It isn’t like this 
everywhere.
In countries 
such as Canada 
and the majority 
of Europe, citi-
zens receive free 
medical care.
The taxpay-
ers opt to spend 
a little more ev-
ery year and as a 
result, everyone 
receives free uni-
versal health care. 
During her husband’s term 
in offi ce and her run for presi-
dent, Hillary Clinton fought 
for the idea of enacting uni-
versal health care in the United 
States, but it never came to 
fruition.
In 2010, President Obama 
passed the Health Care Re-
form Bill stating all American 
citizens would receive health 
insurance.
This sounds better than hav-
ing to pay it all, but when the 
amount reaches several thou-
sands, this bill isn’t going to fi x 
the situation.
In his 2007 fi lm “Sicko,” Mi-
chael Moore said “If we ever 
did remove the choke hold of 
medical bills, college loans, day-
care and everything else that 
makes us afraid to step out of 
line, well, watch out. ‘Cause it 
will be a new day in America.”
“Ya Know What I Mean?” 
is a weekly column appearing 
on Tuesdays. Jaimie Collins is a 
Spartan Daily A&E Editor.
These days it’s hard not to think the 
world has gone nuts.
The U.S. is “saving civilians” in Libya via 
Tomahawk missiles. 
President Obama is still touting nuclear 
energy even in the face of the Fukushima 
disaster and Donald Trump wants to run 
for president. 
The “absurdities of the world” today 
remind me of the theater of the absurd, 
which I learned about in a literature class 
and where I got to study the work of great 
writers such as Samuel Beckett, Eugene 
Ionesco and Albert Camus. 
Their writing was their way of reacting 
to a world that seemed out of control and 
out of its mind.
Signifi cantly, the word “theater” is used 
for places where plays are produced and 
the lands upon which we conduct our 
wars. The battlefi eld is considered as much 
a “theater” as a venue on Broadway.
Without waxing philosophically and 
commenting on the many unknowns that 
so obsessed Donald Rumsfeld, our modern 
day philosopher-king of the Pentagonian 
school, you almost have to abandon logic 
and rationality to try to make sense of 
what is happening in front of our eyes.
The man who led the disastrous inva-
sion of Iraq, and who expected that war 
to be a “cakewalk,” now calls the latest U.S. 
attack in Libya “worrisome.” 
Rummy may have a point this time.
Reasonable people can disagree on the 
appropriateness of the decision by the U.S. 
and its NATO allies to attack Libya in the 
wake of the Gadhafi  regime’s offensive 
against rebel-held cities under the doctrine 
of “the responsibility to protect.”
Though the intervention likely pre-
vented a slaughter, there is no guarantee 
that it won’t simply protract a bloody mili-
tary stalemate that could result in civilian 
deaths. 
The fact that there is now a third coun-
try in the greater Middle East with which 
the U.S. fi nds itself at war raises a number 
of legitimate concerns.
At the same time, valid arguments are 
being made by prominent human rights 
advocates arguing that there is still a 
moral imperative for the use of force to 
avoid a large-scale massacre by a criminal 
regime.
The good news is that Libya is not Iraq. 
The country’s tribal divisions should not 
prove as insuperable an obstacle to nation-
al unity as Iraq’s Shia-Sunni-Kurd divide.
Should the rebels somehow overthrow 
Gadhafi , they will have the legitimacy 
which comes from winning an insurgency, 
as the Iraqis placed on the throne by U.S. 
power did not. One of the fundamental 
lessons of Iraq is that things will be worse 
than you think.
Not only does war unleash all manner 
of latent enmity and violence, but decades 
of abusive treatment by ruthless dictators 
fuels pathologies that only fully manifest 
themselves when the lid of control pops 
off.
Pro- and anti-Gadhafi  tribes could 
square off against one another, and Gad-
hafi  could unleash the jihadists he once 
trained to wreak violence both at home 
and abroad.
So you wouldn’t want to bet on a happy 
outcome in Libya, you’d want to do what-
ever you could to help deliver one.
It behooves those of us who have ar-
gued for the intervention now under way 
to give serious thought to what form that 
help should take.
The U.S. will not be the occupying pow-
er in Libya as it was in Iraq, and thus will 
have far less leverage and far less respon-
sibility. The Libyans will be calling the 
shots. But thanks to Gadhafi ’s malevolent-
ly whimsical vision of a nation without a 
state or state institutions, whoever inher-
its the country will need an enormous 
amount of outside help.
Hypocrisy and double standards regard-
ing military intervention do not automati-
cally mean that military intervention in 
this case is necessarily wrong.
Though many of us familiar with Libya 
remain dubious, it cannot be ruled out 
that events could transpire in such a way 
that this intervention could prove to have 
saved lives, brought stability and promoted 
a democratic transition. 
However, it would be naïve to believe 
that the attacks on Libya are motivated 
primarily by humanitarian concerns.
Certainly, there aren’t many Libyans 
— even those who support foreign inter-
vention on behalf of the uprising — who 
believe this. 
As Cornel West of Princeton University 
said in a recent interview, if Libya had arti-
chokes instead of oil, our attitude toward 
Libya would probably be different. 
Ongoing U.S. support of the Yemeni and 
Bahraini regimes, as they brutally suppress 
nonviolent pro-democracy protesters, rais-
es questions as to why the U.S. is so quick 
to intervene militarily against the Libyan 
regime suppressing an armed rebellion by 
those whose commitment to democracy is 
more suspect.
As a result, any honest debate on Libya 
should not be based simply upon the ques-
tion as to whether foreign military inter-
vention is necessary to stop widespread 
repression.
It should be as to whether the best way 
to overthrow dictators is through a for-
eign-backed armed uprising or — as dem-
onstrated in Egypt, Tunisia, Serbia, Chile, 
and dozens of other countries — whether 
the people of the affected countries them-
selves be allowed to do so through the 
power of mass strategic nonviolent ac-
tion.
This is a special appearance of “On The 
Contrary.” Salman Haqqi is the Spartan Daily 
Executive Editor.
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Questioning U.S. intervention in Libya
Butler University was never supposed to be 
in the Final Four, let alone two years in a row.
Men’s college basketball’s biggest stage is 
meant for the elite programs with the highest 
budgets. I’m talking about Duke, North Caro-
lina, UCLA and Ohio State to name a few. 
Yet somehow, someway, the Bulldogs out-
lasted them all, only to lose to Connecticut in 
the national championship game.
How did they do it? Well, they did what any-
one would do — hire a former pharmaceutical 
company employee and mold him into a phe-
nomenal head coach.
Take notes, SJSU. The next time you hire a 
head coach, make sure he or she knows the side 
effects of Prozac ...
In all seriousness, the story of head coach 
Brad Stevens is a fairy tale. In 2000, Stevens left his job at Eli 
Lilly and Company and came to Butler as a program volunteer. 
He had played college basketball for Division-III DePauw 
University years earlier, but other than that, Butler had little 
reason to believe he would become the coaching icon he is to-
day.
Stevens worked his way up the coaching food chain and 
eventually took over as head coach in 2007. And in four seasons, 
the 34-year-old prodigy has won 117 games, the most ever by a 
coach in his fi rst four seasons.
Just as important as fi nding a great coach is recruiting blue-
collar players who are committed to winning — Butler did just 
that.
Although they have little chance of being stars in the NBA, 
senior Matt Howard and junior Shelvin Mack have led the Bull-
dogs with their veteran leadership. Big-time programs (pay at-
tention Kentucky) tend to recruit players who leave after their 
freshman seasons. 
Experience does matter, and Butler is proof, as it is led by two 
seniors and a junior and only plays one freshman consistently.
Can SJSU be the next school to fi nd magic 
in a pharmacy?
Why not? 
Every great coach has to start somewhere, 
and SJSU, which has Division-I status and a de-
cent sports legacy, is as good a candidate as any 
to fi nd the next coaching wizard.
If anything, SJSU should have a better bas-
ketball program than Butler.
Nearly 30,000 students attend SJSU, whereas 
Butler has about 5,000. Butler also has more 
competition for its local athletes, competing 
with Big Ten powers Purdue and Indiana, as 
well schools within a few hundred miles such 
as Michigan and Ohio State.
The reality is that the Spartan basketball 
team is at least a few years away from having 
any national relevance. But the SJSU baseball team could be-
come the Butler of college baseball.
Like Butler, the Spartans overcome any lack of talent with 
rigorous team play, which they showed by winning a series 
against nationally ranked UCLA.
As ridiculous as it may sound to say SJSU could win the Col-
lege World Series, would anyone have ever guessed that a school 
from the Horizon League could stand tall against college bas-
ketball’s best?
To put it simply, Butler has raised the stakes. Being a school 
that lacks in size or pedigree isn’t a good enough reason to not 
be competitive.
In an elitist NCAA, a small school in Indiana can say it has 
been the most dominant college basketball program over the 
last two years.
If that doesn’t inspire SJSU athletes to do the same, I’m not 
sure anything will.
“Akeley’s Alley” is a weekly column appearing on Tuesdays. Joey 
Akeley is a Spartan Daily Copy Editor.
SJSU Athletics: Possibly the next Butler
Joey Akeley
Akeley’s Alley
U.S. hospitals 
send big bills 
for little care
Jaimie Collins
Ya Know What I Mean?
Salman Haqqi
On The Contrary
Tuesday, April 5, 2011 5OPINIONPARTAN ails D Y
“It feeds off of 
the money it 
gets from 
helpless 
individuals 
who have no 
choice but to 
pay up the 
cash or 
sacrifi ce their 
health.”
If you were to look up the phrases 
“guilty pleasure” or “T&A” in the diction-
ary it would read “See ‘Sucker Punch.’”
The newest movie by director Zack 
Snyder is exactly what you probably 
think it is. 
It is an over-the-top action fi lm fea-
turing sexy women toting fi rearms and 
wielding samurai swords.
Boy, it’s like Snyder just reached into 
the mind of the nearest 13-year-old 
boy who just hit puberty and decided to 
fi lm it.
With that said, it is a pretty decent 
popcorn movie.
The movie tells the story of a young 
girl nicknamed Baby Doll, who has just 
lost her mother and is committed to 
a mental hospital after attacking her 
greedy stepfather and accidentally kill-
ing her younger sister in the process.
While within the asylum, her stepfa-
ther bribes the head doctor into getting 
her lobotomized before the Feds fi nd 
out that he attacked her fi rst.
Now she must use her imagination to 
help herself and her fellow inmates es-
cape the ward before her operation can 
take place.
The best way to describe how over-
the-top this fi lm can be is to imagine 
sticking a bunch of fi reworks into a 
dryer, lighting them, stepping into said 
dryer and turning it on.
Somehow, I enjoyed the ridiculous-
ness — it kept me interested, and watch-
ing the action sequences got my tes-
tosterone pumping about as much as 
watching a UFC fi ght card.
The movie has an interesting way of 
delivering the action scenes.
In some ways it reminded me of “In-
ception,” because there were several dif-
ferent realities being shown during the 
fi lm.
There was the mental ward itself, 
which was the real world, and the bur-
lesque house which represented the 
ward in Baby Doll’s mind.
Finally, there was a completely surre-
al reality fi lled with dragons, giant samu-
rais and, I kid you not, steam-powered 
zombie Nazis, representing the reality 
she fought in to get the things she need-
ed to escape.
The fi lm presents some good perfor-
mances by the actresses and actors.
Emily Browning, who plays Baby 
Doll, is a believable badass in the movie 
who swings her samurai sword well and 
fi res her Colt Magnum just as good.
Her supporting inmates played by 
Vanessa Hudgens, Jaimie Chung, Jenna 
Malone and Abbie Cornish, are also 
equally badass in the undertaking of 
their missions against the crazy mon-
sters of Baby Doll’s imagination.
Scott Glenn, who plays the wise man 
that exists mostly in Baby Doll’s surreal 
reality, also turns in a pretty decent per-
formance as well, delivering some cool 
one-liners here and there.
Another thing I enjoyed was the mu-
sical soundtrack, which features many 
different artists such as Emiliana Tor-
rini, Queen and even Browning.
The music works well with the action 
sequences, keeping the viewers’ adrena-
line pumping throughout as Baby Doll 
and her fellow inmates continue to slice, 
dice and blow the smithereens out of 
anything that stands in the way of their 
escape.
There is nothing deep to this story, 
though. It’s defi nitely more style than 
substance and if you come into this 
movie expecting anything more you’ll be 
sorely disappointed.
Slowly but surely, Zack Snyder is 
turning into the new Wachowski broth-
ers of Hollywood, and although none of 
his fi lms compare to “The Matrix,” he’s at 
least making them just as action-packed.
“Sucker Punch” is not the most intel-
lectual of movies, but if you leave your 
brain at the door I’m sure you’ll come 
out satisfi ed.
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A new show on Comedy 
Central called “Workaholics” 
features three cubical-dwell-
ing employees fresh out of 
college who wish they had 
never left.
Blake Anderson, Adam 
DeVine and Anders Holm 
all live together and work 
together at a telemarketing 
company — a job they hate. 
They spend the major-
ity of the hours in the day 
scheming to get out of doing 
their work.
From trying to get out 
of a mandatory drug test to 
spending the night in their 
offi ces while their home is 
being fumigated, the trio 
never cease to get into ri-
diculous situations that will 
leave you laughing.
Packed with pranks, jokes 
and drug use, members of 
the trio compliment each 
other very effectively and 
use their inability to move 
on from their college days, 
making the humor seem ee-
rily natural.
It seems so natural be-
cause the three stars of the 
show are best friends in real 
life.
 In fact, they fi lm parts of 
the episodes inside the house 
they actually live in.
“We wanted to shoot in 
our house,” Anders Holm said 
during a press conference. 
“If people want to come over 
and drink some beer, we’re 
down for that.”
Holm provides much of 
the intelligent humor, being 
possibly the only sane person 
of the three.
Show director Kyle Newa-
check grew up in Concord 
with Blake Anderson and said 
they are life-long friends. 
Newacheck said working 
with Anderson and the oth-
ers on this show has been a 
“nightmare,” but a dream 
come true at the same time.
“I wake up screaming ev-
ery morning,” he said jok-
ingly. “We have been work-
ing together for a long time. 
Their improv comedy skills 
are nothing like I have ever 
seen before.”
Prior to getting the oppor-
tunity to work with Comedy 
Central, the three stars of 
the show and Newacheck 
worked together on a proj-
ect called “Mail Order Com-
edy,” a website on which the 
group posted comedic videos 
and pictures.
Newacheck said getting a 
network television show was 
something they knew was 
diffi cult but it was some-
thing they always strived for.
“We just tried to make as 
much noise on the Internet 
as we could,” he said. “We 
learned that if you work as 
hard as you can something 
will happen, or else we would 
still be broke on the couch.”
DeVine and Holm actual-
ly worked at a telemarketing 
company after graduating 
from college and said it was 
the worst experience of their 
lives and they knew that the 
experience would translate 
very well to comedy.
“I just had to try and make 
the best out of it,” Newa-
check said. “I would be as 
obnoxious as I could and try 
and have the most fun pos-
sible.”
DeVine, who plays the 
character who thinks he 
knows much more than he 
really does, said coming up 
with ideas for the show was 
a simple task for the trio.
“We would usually just sit 
around in a room and brain-
storm,” he said. “Besides, 
most of the stuff we thought 
of were true stories, which 
makes the creation process 
so much easier.”
The humor the trio pro-
duces is clearly directed 
toward twenty-something 
year-old viewers. 
Their constant discussion 
of alcohol, drugs and chasing 
women cause for a hilarious 
environment that appeals to 
college students almost ef-
fortlessly. 
The show will leave you 
in stitches more than once 
throughout the duration of a 
single episode.
Anderson, who plays the 
“village idiot” of the group, 
said the message of the show, 
if it were to have one, would 
be to have fun and seize the 
day.
“Be a kid forever,” he said. 
“Live in the moments, live 
fun and die fast.”
“Workaholics” premieres 
at 10:30 p.m. Wednesday on 
Comedy Central.
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Comedy Central’s new show premieres Wednesday night. 
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The fi lm “Sucker Punch,” released on March 25, boasts a star-studded cast.
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